














AC21 Session at the Annual AIEA Conference

Dr. Nami lwaki

Project Coordinator, AC21 General Secretariat

Dr. Betsy Brown from North Carolina State
University (NCSU) and I gave a session together
at the Annual Association for International
Education Administrators (AIEA) Conference
which was held at Atlanta, Georgia from
February 22-25, 2009. The session was titled
“International Consortia: Challenges and
Opportunities” and attracted a large and varied
audiences. In the first part of the session, I ex-
plained the history of AC21, accomplishments of
AC21 over 6 years and future prospects of AC21.
In the latter half of the session, Betsy talked in
detail about North Carolina State University’s
involvement with AC21 and how NCSU sees
AC21 as an opportunity for global collabora-
tion. We also explained the very successful
forum last year and introduced the two com-
ing forums, Student World Forum at Chemnitz
University of Technology in June and Shanghai
Jiao Tong University’s International Forum in
2010. Questions from the floor included what
the ideal size of consortia is, how we select

new members, criteria for joining AC21, other
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members’ involvement with AC21. From the
questions we received, we felt that interest in

consortia such as AC21 is quite high.

Betsy and I felt the session was a success and
confirmed the importance of promoting AC21’s
activities to many audiences when we have the
chance. We are planning to hold a larger session
in the near future, with other AC21 members
joining the session. It is one of the great ways
to show others what we are doing and they can
learn how AC21 members work together. Also
at this conference, Dr. Bailian Li from North
Carolina State University gave a session titled
“Meaningful Cont(r)acts: Principles and Practices
of International Agreements from the Perspective
of State Universities”, discussing the essential for-
mal components of MOAs for standard research
partnerships. You can find the whole program,
including our and Bailian’s session abstracts
at http://aieaworld.org. If you are interested in
obtaining our power point slides, please email

the secretariat, at office@ac21.org

AC21 General Secretariat plans to participate
in the Asia-Pacific Association for International
Education (APAIE) 2009 conference and ex-
hibit joint booths with Nagoya University.
The APAIE 2009 conference will be held in
Beijing, China from April 15-17, hosted by
Renmin University. The theme is “Asia-Pacific
Higher Education: Developing Leadership and
Enhancing Harmony.” General Secretariat aims
to promote AC21 activities through the booths
and also to contact with AC21 members present.
If you are scheduled to take part in the APAIE

conference, please visit the AC21 booths. You
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are also one of the exhibitors!

Chemnitz University of Technology and the
AC21 General Secretariat would like to take the
opportunity of the Association of International
Educators (NAFSA) annual conference to have
a meeting for AC21 members who are present at
the NAFSA conference. The conference will be
held in Los Angeles, U.S.A. from May 24-29,
2009. If you are planning to participate in the
conference, please contact the AC21 General
Secretariat (office@ac21.org) to receive infor-

mation about the meeting.
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2009 AC21 Special Project Fund

In the General Assembly (GA) held on July 30,
2008 at the North Carolina State University,
the AC21 Special Project Fund (ACSPF) was
adopted. The establishment of the ACSPF aims
to promote the development of research and
educational exchanges between AC21 members.
The fund should be a help to various kinds of
activities and research projects between the

members.

Previously, the University of Sydney and Nagoya
University had offered the support for research
networking and project amongst members. In
2007, the University of Sydney provided the
International Program Development Fund to
support 22 international collaborative research
projects with three major international net-
works’ member universities including AC21
members. In the same year, Nagoya University
also established a research fund and adopted
10 projects between Nagoya University and
AC21 members.

AC21 Website Renewal

Though these experiences, AC21 realized how
necessary it is to have a sustainable project sup-
port fund to develop collaborative research and
projects among members. The ACSPF will be
run from the AC21 budget, which consists of
annual contributions of member institutions.
AC21 expects the fund to continue with good
effect.

The first round of applications closed on February
27, 2009. Collaborative research projects be-
tween AC21 members were eligible — projects
which can develop as an ongoing AC21 project,
or the one that contributes to the progress of
AC?21 in the field of research, education, man-
agement and international exchange. After a
detailed examination by STC members, two
projects will be adopted.

AC21 will continuously encourage cooperative
projects between members and applications for
ACSPF 2010.

AC21 General Secretariat is delighted to an-
nounce the renewal of AC21 website. The new
website started from March 2008. Our overrid-
ing goal has been not only to change the design
but also to produce a user friendly website.
We hope you can easily find the information

you want.

We added two new functions to promote ex-

changes between members. On our website, you

can find the latest news of member universities.
You can also communicate with other members
on the message board which only members can
access. The page should contribute to making
friendship and networking between members,
including students who have participated in
Student World Forum.

Please visit our website to check new windows
on AC21! http://www.ac21.org




Developing Talents in the Context of Global Innovation Society by
Nanjing University

Ms. Jie (Melissa) Hu

Program Officer, Office of International and Exchange

Starting the year of 2009, we would like to
look back and share what our university did
with other AC21 member universities in 2008.
Internationalization and innovation are the two
buzz words when it comes to higher education
development. These two key words have been
practiced in our students’ training all these years.
Below are some of the latest developments of
2008, to which we would like to draw your

attention.

First of all, the year 2008 witnessed the National
Undergraduate Education Assessment, in which
internationalization and innovation were two
important criteria. This assessment is led by
the Ministry of Education, which is conducted
every five years. Nanjing University success-
fully passed the assessment and ranked among
the top three universities for its excellence in

undergraduate education.

The international mobility of students has been
put on the agenda of the university’s recent
development. Taking the School of Business
for example, 20 undergraduate students were
sent out to foreign universities on exchange in
2008. The host universities include Harvard
University, SUNY Stony Brook, Manchester
University, National University of Singapore.
Seventeen more partnership agreements were
signed this past year, which will provide more

opportunities for student mobility.

Since 2005, joint student research programs
have been launched with our partner universi-
ties. This year, 34 students and teachers from
the Department of Geology, together with their
counterparts from the Irkutsk State Technical
University did an expedition to the Lake Baikal,
which is the third in a row since 2006. Similar

programs include a visit by 14 students from
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Nanjing University

the School of Environment to the U.S. under the
support of NSF, joint expedition to the Alps with
students from Orleans University and a research
visit to Hokkaido Information University. Of
course, international academic organizations
such as AC21 also provide excellent opportu-
nities for students to meet and exchange new
ideas. Our students have been quite enthusiastic
about the annual AC21 Student World Forum as
well. One student and two faculty members were
present at the 2008 AC21 International Forum
at North Carolina State University.

Another initiative rewarding students for their
innovation and enterprise is the Polytechnic
Institute of New York University—Nanjing
University Joint Institute of Innovation and
Entrepreneurship, newly founded on October
16, 2008. It will be a platform for sharing of
teaching resources and teaching reform by the
two universities to improve the innovative and

enterprising abilities of the students.

At Nanjing University, we now have an
International College for joint international edu-
cation programs. The existing programs include
joint efforts with the University of Waterloo
and the SUNY Stony Brook. Sino-Canadian
College, which is presently a joint venture with
the University of Waterloo now offers 2+2 pro-
grams for Environment and Resources Planning
and Management, Environmental Information
and Physics, and 3+x program for Computer
Science. The first two programs have enrolled
three groups of students, and the first group
registered in 2006 have gone to Canada for the
final two years of their Bachelor’s degree study
in August, 2008.

The above are some major programs for student

mobility and training now practiced at NJU,



some of which are still in the pilot stage. We
are looking forward to sharing with other AC21

member universities their successful experi-

ences in this regard and are definitely committed ~ students on campus.

Upcoming AC21 Events
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to joining hands under the umbrella of AC21
to promote the international mobility of the

students and train more innovation-capable

2009

2010

2011

June
[TBA]
October

[TBA]

Third Student World Forum, Chemnitz University of Technology

Seventh Steering Committee, Nagoya University

Fifth AC21 International Forum, Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Eighth Steering Committee, Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Fourth General Assembly, Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Fourth Student World Forum, Chulalongkorn University

AC21 General Secretariat Activities 200s.10 - 20093)

2008

2009

October 23

Visit from Chulalongkorn University

October 29

69th AC21 Office Meeting

November 2-5

Visit to Fudan University and Tongji University

December 12

Visit from Chemnitz University of Technology

December 18
January 20-22
January 29
February 21-26
March 23

70th AC21 Office Meeting

Visit to National University of Laos

71st AC21 Office Meeting

Attend Association for International Education Administrators

72nd AC21 Office Meeting



Academic Consortium 21

AC21 Members

Chemnitz University of Technology (Germany)
Chulalongkorn University (Thailand)

Fudan University (China)

Gadjah Mada University (Indonesia)
Huazhong University of Science and Technology (China)
Jilin University (China)

Kasetsart University (Thailand)

Nagoya University (Japan)

Nanjing University (China)

National University of Laos (Laos)

North Carolina State University (U.S.A.)
Northeastern University (China)

Peking University (China)

Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China)

The University of Adelaide (Australia)

The University of Freiburg (Germany)

The University of Sydney (Australia)

The University of Warwick (U.K.)

Tongji University (China)

AC21 Partners

Advantage West Midlands

Asia House

CHUBU Electric Power Co., Inc.
ITOCHU Corporation

NGK Insulators, LTD.

Toyota Motor Corporation

Contact

AC21 General Secretariat

Nagoya University, Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-8601, JAPAN
Tel: +81 (52) 789 5684

Fax: +81 (52) 789 2045

Email: office@ac21.org

Website: http://www.ac21.org




