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It was a great plea-

sure to attend the 

AC21 Networking 

Breakfast hosted 

by  Chemni t z 

Univers i ty  of 

Technology at the 

NAFSA confer-

ence this year in Vancouver. I was a new 

attendee, as the University of Minnesota 

is a relatively new member, and I have 

recently assumed the role of coordinating 

our involvement with AC21. In addition to 

Chemnitz and Minnesota, members attend-

ed from North Carolina State University, 

the University of Strasbourg, Kasetsart 

University, the University of Adelaide, and 

Jilin University. Several attendees at the 

breakfast were together a few weeks earlier 

at the AC21 Steering Committee Meeting 

and Student World Forum hosted by 

Chulalongkorn University. It was produc-

tive for me to be together again with AC21 

colleagues in such a short time and to have 

the opportunity to meet new ones. I also was 

fortunate to have two colleagues from my 

university’s Global Programs Offi ce join 

me, so that they could network and learn 

more about AC21.

The agenda was very robust, including 

presentations from Dr. Eberhard Alles, 

Chemnitz University of Technology; Dr. 

John Taplin, the University of Adelaide; Mr. 

Rudolf Maly, Cisco Systems; and Dr. Jiro 

Takai, Nagoya University. 

Highlights for me included: Dr. Eberhard 

Alles speaking about global networking, 

including criteria to evaluate new partners: 

specialization, compatibility, and visibility, 

as well as impressive strategies employed 

by Chemnitz to foster international collabo-

rations. He presented a list of networking 

best practices that encompassed many of the 

activities of AC21. Later on the agenda, Mr. 

Rudolf Maly from Cisco systems, Education 

and Research, illustrated how technology 

could enhance global networking and sup-

port collaboration across borders. 

Dr. John Taplin shared how the University 

of Adelaide collaborates with industry and 

international partners in areas of shared 

expertise, such as wine making, to advance 

research and create internship opportunities. 

He also mentioned that international educa-

tion is the 3rd largest industry in Australia. 

For me, this highlighted that the U.S. could 

do a better job of demonstrating the fi nan-

cial impact international education has on 

our economy.

Finally, Dr. Jiro Takai shared Nagoya 

Univer sity’s experience responding to the 

March 11 earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear 

disaster the day of, and the days, weeks, 

and months following. The earthquake re-

sponse protocol and compliance is beyond 

impressive and unfathomable for those of 

us outside Japan. Other members bemoaned 

our ever-present challenge of simply getting 

faculty to report international travel so that 

assistance could be provided in case of 

emergency. We all have much to learn from 

Japan. 

The Networking Breakfast was a great event 

to host during NAFSA because it’s conve-

nient for AC21 member institutions already 

attending the conference. We should iden-

tify more opportunities to incorporate AC21 

gatherings at other international conferences 

so we can continue to benefi t from sharing 

in each other’s experiences.

AC21 Working Breakfast, Vancouver, Canada
“Networking Worldwide” (Hosted by Chemnitz University of Technology)
Molly Portz
The University of Minnesota

NAFSA Report, 2011
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The third round of applications of the 

AC21 Special Project Fund (SPF) closed on 

February 28, 2011. After detailed examina-

tion by STC members, the following two 

projects were accepted.

2011 Collaborative Computational Studies of Cellulose

Degradation in Ionic Liquids for Biofuel Production

1. Nagoya University (Representative)

2. Chulalongkorn University

3. Kasetsart University

2011 Design of Ligands for Extraction of AU (CN)
2
- and AuCl

4
- 1. Stellenbosch University (Representative)

2. Chemnitz University of Technology

3. The University of Sydney

The aim of the SPF is to promote the de-

velopment of research and educational 

exchanges between AC21 members. We 

expect these two projects will contribute to 

advancing AC21 activities and enhancing 

further collaborations. They received our 

support for the year 2011. Please look for 

their report in the next AC21 Newsletter, 

Vol.13.

AC21 will continue to encourage coopera-

tive projects between members and applica-

tions for the SPF 2012. The AC21 General 

Secretariat looks forward to receiving your 

applications in the future.

AC21 Special Project Fund, 2011

Announcement of AC21 Special Project Fund (SPF) Results, 2011

Mark Your Calendars!
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It is my pleasure 

to welcome all 

AC21 members 

t o  Huazhong 

Univers i ty  of 

S c i e n c e  a n d 

T e c h n o l o g y 

(HUST) for coop-

eration and exchange. HUST is a national 

key university directly under the adminis-

tration of the Ministry of Education of the 

People’s Republic of China, and was found-

ed after the merger of the former Huazhong 

University of Science and Technology, the 

former Tongji Medical University and the 

former Wuhan Urban Construction Institute. 

It is among the fi rst universities to join the 

national “211 Project” and “985 Project”.

HUST is located in Hubei Province’s 

capital city Wuhan, which is known as the 

thoroughfare leading to nine provinces. 

The campus covers an area of over 4.67 

million square meters with well-equipped 

facilities, picturesque environment and el-

egant surroundings, enjoying the reputation 

of a “Forest University”. The university 

has over 1,000 professors, 1,300 associ-

ate professors, and 24 academicians. The 

full-time resident student number, includ-

ing international students, exceeds 50,000. 

Relying on research strengths, the univer-

sity boasts Wuhan National Laboratory for 

Optoelectronics and Wuhan National High 

Magnetic Field Center. The university is 

also home to fi ve national key laboratories. 

In recent years, with growing social impact, 

HUST has enrolled more high quality stu-

dents. Meanwhile, the graduates have been 

enjoying popularity among employers in the 

job market, and the graduate employment 

rate has reached above 95%. Dedicated 

to building a world renowned high-level 

university, HUST has entered partnerships 

with over 100 institutions of higher educa-

tion and research institutes. Every year more 

than 1,000 well-known world scholars and 

experts come to HUST for visits and lec-

tures. Since 1983, the university has estab-

lished collegiate collaboration with over 20 

Japanese universities for academic and stu-

dent exchange such as Tohoku University, 

Nagoya University, Kyushu University, 

Keio University, the Faculty of Medicine 

of Kyoto University, and the Faculty of 

Engineering of the University of Tokyo. 

HUST has also maintained close ties with 

industry such as Renesas Technology Corp., 

Tsuneishi Group and Fujitsu Limited. 

HUST looks forward to welcoming all 

AC21 members!

International Exchange Center

eww@mail.hust.edu.cn

http://english.hust.edu.cn/

AC21 Member Introductions

Huazhong University of Science and Technology
Lin Pinghua
Executive Vice President 
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As the oldest 

in  Indones ia , 

U n i v e r s i t a s 

Gadjah Mada 

has maintained 

over six decades 

of pioneering, 

people-oriented 

innovations and, most importantly, educa-

tional leadership among the thousands of 

universities in the country.

Starting with only fi ve faculties in 1949, 

Universitas Gadjah Mada now has over 70 

regular programs offered in 18 faculties and 

two schools (graduate and vocational), with 

fi ve International Undergraduate Programs 

(IUP) and numerous joint-education pro-

grams with both national and international 

partners. Albeit considerably young for the 

world university standard, you will agree 

that this university has come quite a long 

way.

Universitas Gadjah Mada aims to be a 

World Class Research University which is 

excellent, independent, dignifi ed, inspired 

by Pancasila (the state’s fi ve ideological 

principles), and dedicated to the needs and 

welfare of the nation and the world. The 

university further acknowledges that such a 

goal is not itself an end, but instead a means 

from which it shall aim higher. Improvement 

shall, therefore, be sought in this ongoing 

process.

Furthermore, consistent dedication to the 

community has harbored a certain distinc-

tion for Universitas Gadjah Mada, setting 

it apart from its national, even interna-

tional, peers. Since its inception in 1949, 

the university has ensured that its lands and 

resources be accessible for all who seek 

knowledge; that each of its policies takes 

into high consideration the will of its stake-

holders –i.e. the people– and, subsequently, 

bears for them signifi cant advantages. Such 

high level of community-appreciation, 

which lands Universitas Gadjah Mada 

the title of the only “People’s University 

(Universitas Rakyat)” in Indonesia, stems 

from the belief that global efforts can only 

be conducted maximally when there is har-

mony and cooperation within the university, 

which naturally includes the people in its 

surrounding area.

These qualities have accordingly rendered 

Universitas Gadjah Mada among the most 

prominent higher learning institutions in 

Indonesia, most especially in the execution 

of elemental aspects of university education, 

internationalization and social services. 

He who wishes to improve needs only look 

to his elders. This value remains as the world 

constantly changes. Following 62 years of 

quality performance, Universitas Gadjah 

Mada is still worth modeling after; still the 

one to look up to.

Offi ce of International Affairs

head-oia@ugm.ac.id

http://www.ugm.ac.id

Gadjah Mada University
Rachmat Sriwijaya
Head, Offi ce of International Affairs

AC21 Member Introductions
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Peking University

This program integrates the best of Peking 

University’s teaching resources and aims 

to provide a stage for communication and 

learning between global students. The goal 

is to develop students’ global outlook and 

enhance their international competitiveness. 

The program offers ten content courses and 

one Chinese language course. The subjects 

of the content courses will be related to 

philosophy, economics, public policy, soci-

ology, culture, literature and music. During 

study at PKU, in addition to academic 

courses, students will also get chances to 

take cultural visits and experience social 

practices organized by Peking University. 

They will be able to fully experience the 

“Democracy and Science” tradition of 

Peking University and make linguistic and 

academic exchanges with PKU students face 

to face, as well as experiencing the rich aca-

demic atmosphere and colourful campus life 

in a more direct way. The scheduled visits 

arranged by Peking University include both 

historical relics, such as Tiananmen Square, 

The Forbidden City, The Great Wall, and 

characteristic shows, as well as exhibitions, 

such as Beijing Opera. All of these activities 

would enrich their spare time and deepen 

their understanding of Chinese culture. 

Program Name Peking University Summer School International

(International College of Chinese Language Studies)

Academics All majors, open to all students

Education Undergraduate and above (Non-Chinese citizens, ages 18–40)

Language(s) Used Chinese and English (must prove English ability)

Duration 4 weeks in the Summer (usually July)

Application Deadline End of April

Program URL http://www.oir.pku.edu.cn/pkusummerschool/

Group Applications Ms. Jiao Lu, summerschool@pku.edu.cn

Individual Applications Mr. Weipeng Lin, linwp@pku.edu.cn

* Each new AC21 Newsletter will now showcase one member’s Summer/Winter or Short Stay Program in detail. We hope you will treat this 
new addition to our pages as an opportunity to learn more about our members.

* Please visit our updated AC21 webpage which contains detailed information on member’s Summer/Winter and Short Stay Programs at 
http://www.ac21.org/activities/summ_school/index.php. There are over 32 programs to choose from!

 

AC21 Member Summer School Introduction
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The eastern part of Japan experienced a his-

torical disaster on 11 March, 2011, which 

continued on for many months. Nagoya 

University was not damaged directly be-

cause of the great distance (more than 400 

km) from the core area hit by the earthquake, 

tsunami, and Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 

Power Plant accident. These tragedies, how-

ever, raised a fundamental question across 

the whole country and world about the role 

of universities and university networks for 

the sustainable development of our global 

community. 

Students and staff members of Nagoya 

University and others participated in various 

activities for supporting and encouraging 

the many people who suffered from the di-

sasters. Some visited the damaged districts 

to remove the rubble and provide medical 

and community care. Others analyzed the 

disasters and published scientifically reli-

able information. Campaigns were raised 

for donations and the promotion of safe 

food products from the northeastern part 

of Japan. Some researchers from damaged 

laboratories were accepted temporarily 

by other universities, including Chemnitz 

University of Technology and Nagoya 

University. 

We, the universities, are trying to create and 

utilize our knowledge for the global well-

being through education, research and other 

services for society. As we are entrusted 

with excellent talent from society at large, 

it is our primary responsibility to contribute 

back to society through our academic and 

professional activities. This time, however, 

some have questioned the role of universi-

ties as to the exact meaning and future per-

spectives of our core activities, i.e. research 

and education. It is obviously undeniable 

that universities are highly involved in 

the design and usage of nuclear energy, in 

principle, for realizing an “environmentally 

friendly” and “sustainable” society. As for 

human resource development, a lack of 

leadership and management capacity was 

pointed out among national top leaders in 

Japan. Although the safety and information 

provision to the international students were, 

in principle, well considered inside and out-

side of the university community this time, 

there was still a critical view on the transpar-

ency of the information provided, especially 

for those who do not communicate in the 

Japanese language.

Now in Japan, there is a booming discus-

sion on how to foster human resources who 

can work actively in a globalized world. 

Communication skills in a commonly used 

language, such as English, are of course 

indispensible, as well as those generic or 

basic skills acquired through a university 

education. Adding to this, the ability to mu-

tually understand colleagues of different 

backgrounds, and the skills to organize and 

lead a multi-cultural group is highly desire-

able.

I recently had an opportunity to discuss 

many things with students who participated 

in the 4th AC21 Student World Forum, held 

in May 2011 and hosted by Chulalongkorn 

University. It was, to be honest, beyond my 

expectations that many participants already 

held high communication skills in multi-

cultural settings, and started to enjoy their 

friendships from the first encounter. I am 

confident that we may have a better future 

through the network among our young 

students of AC21 member universities. 

Every society has certain social tasks, and 

prospective universities are highly embed-

ded in their own social contexts. There is 

no single answer on how to realize a better 

society through the knowledge and talent 

of our Academic Consortium 21. Do join 

our activities, and let us continue to discuss 

these issues!

The Role of Universities and Their Networks for Sustainable Development
Akiyoshi Yonezawa
Associate Professor
Nagoya University

Essay Corner: From the General Secretariat

Prof. Yonezawa (left)
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Upcoming AC21 Activities and Events
2012 June Sixth AC21 International Forum, The University of Adelaide

Tenth Steering Committee, The University of Adelaide

Fifth General Assembly, The University of Adelaide

2013 [TBA] Fifth Student World Forum, Tongji University

Eleventh Steering Committee, [TBA]

2014 [TBA] Seventh AC21 International Forum, Stellenbosch University

Twelfth Steering Committee, Stellenbosch University

Sixth General Assembly, Stellenbosch University

2015 [TBA] Sixth Student World Forum, The University of Strasbourg

Thirteenth Steering Committee, [TBA]

AC21 General Secretariat Activities (2011.4 – 2011.9)

2011 April 21 95th AC21 Offi ce Meeting

May 11 96th AC21 Offi ce Meeting

May 16 Kasetsart University Visit

May 30–June 1 NAFSA Attendance

June 16 97th AC21 Offi ce Meeting

July 21 98th AC21 Offi ce Meeting

September 22 99th AC21 Offi ce Meeting

6th AC21 Interna�onal Forum

12-15 June, 2012

The University of Adelaide

Australia

Theme:

“Maximizing the Benefits

of Interna�onalisa�on”

12-15 June, 2012

The University of Adelaide

Australia

Theme:

“Maximizing the Benefits

of Interna�onalisa�on”
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AC21 Members

AC21 Partners

Chemnitz University of Technology (Germany)

Chulalongkorn University (Thailand)

Gadjah Mada University (Indonesia)

Huazhong University of Science and Technology (China)

Jilin University (China)

Kasetsart University (Thailand)

Nagoya University (Japan)

Nanjing University (China)

National University of Laos (Laos)

North Carolina State University (U.S.A.)

Northeastern University (China)

Peking University (China)

Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China)

Stellenbosch University (South Africa)

The University of Adelaide (Australia)

The University of Freiburg (Germany)

The University of Minnesota (U.S.A)

The University of Strasbourg (France)

The University of Sydney (Australia)

Tongji University (China)

CHUBU Electric Power Co., Inc.

ITOCHU Corporation

NGK Insulators, LTD

Toyota Motor Corporation

Contact Information:

AC21 General Secretariat
Nagoya University

Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-8601 Japan
Tel: 81-52-789-5684/5686  Fax: 81-52-789-2045

e-mail: offi ce@ac21.org
URL: http://www.ac21.org

Academic Consortium 21


